1.1. Nearctic region: it corresponds to the New World, e.g. Canada, most of the USA, and northern Mexico. 1.2. Palearctic region: it corresponds to the Old World, e.g. Eurasia and Africa north of the Sahara.
(2) Holotropical kingdom: basically the tropical areas of the world, between 30°south and 30°n orth latitudes. The Holotropical region has been previously recognized by Rapoport (1968) and would correspond to the eastern portion of the Gondwanaland palaeocontinent (Crisci et al., 1993) . In contrast with Rapoport's (1968) proposal, I include the north-western portion of Australia in the Holotropical region. 2.1. Neotropical region: tropical South America, Central America, south-central Mexico, the West Indies, and southern Florida (Morrone, 2001 ). 2.2. Afrotropical region: central Africa, the Arabian peninsula, Madagascar, and the West Indian Ocean islands. 2.3. Oriental region: India, Himalaya, Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and the Pacific islands. In spite of the obvious tropical biotic elements of this region, it has been placed in earlier palaeogeographical reconstructions as part of Laurasia. Archbold et al. (1982) and Audley-Charles, (1984) , however, have postulated that this area was part of Gondwanaland, which was also supported by the cladistic biogeographical analysis of Amorim & Tozoni (1994) . 2.4. Australotropical region: north-western Australia. (3) Austral kingdom: it comprises of the southern temperate areas in South America, South Africa, Australasia, and Antarctica. This region has been recognized previously by Kuschel (1969) and Rapoport (1968) and would correspond to the western portion of the palaeocontinent of Gondwanaland (Crisci et al. 1993) . In contrast with Rapoport (1968) , only south-eastern or temperate Australia is assigned to this kingdom. 3.1. Andean region: southern South America below 30°south latitude, extending through the Andean highlands north of this latitude, to the Puna and North Andean Paramo (Morrone, 2001 
